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“We Will Dance Again”
On this mountain the Lord of hosts will make for all peoples a
feast of rich food, a feast of well-matured wines, of rich food
filled with marrow, of well-matured wines strained clear. And he
will destroy on this mountain the shroud that is cast over all peoples, the sheet that is spread over all nations; he will swallow up
death for ever. Then the Lord God will wipe away the tears from
all faces, and the disgrace of his people he will take away from
all the earth, for the Lord has spoken. It will be said on that day,
Lo, this is our God; we have waited for him, so that he might
save us. This is the Lord for whom we have waited; let us be glad
and rejoice in his salvation. For the hand of the Lord will rest on
this mountain.
(Isaiah 25: 6-10)

Dear Friends,

I wondered for a long time about what scripture would make the
most appropriate parting gift as I move into a new phase of my ministry. There were many good choices that came to mind:
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John 14 – “Do not let your hearts be troubled.”
Exodus 3 – “I have heard the cry of my people and come to
deliver them.”
Romans 8 – “Nothing can separate us from God’s love.”
Deuteronomy 6 – “The LORD is God, the LORD alone.”
But in the end, what has always captured my heart most deeply is
the promise of God’s future and the way God’s redemptive progress
defines our present. The anthology of the prophets of ancient Israel,
perhaps more than any other collection in the scriptures, articulates
the same longing that I feel for the justice of God to overwhelm the
evil of the world, and for the love of God to bring the world to new
birth. The final vision of God’s victory is most eloquently portrayed
in the passage above from the early writings attributed to Isaiah.
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Here, the prophet casts a vision of God’s victory over
death, and that this victory is significant for all the
peoples of the earth. This is a striking prophecy, for by
the time of Isaiah, Israel was beset with Egyptians enemies to the south and Assyrian enemies to the north.
The promised land was hemmed in on all sides by
those who wished to conquer and divide the spoils. So
the theology that God’s victory will be for all peoples
comes as a somewhat surprising, and perhaps even
unwelcome, idea.

Dancing a jig in a not-quite silence
With the Giants
Brightly colored
By the morning sun—
The Ox, the Eagle, and the other two—
We come to the crown of thorns,
Shocking in the light,
Yellow and shaded black.

But this vision is what I want to leave with each you as
a word of hope, as I look beyond our ministry together
to my new work as a hospice chaplain. There is no “us”
and “them.” What remains in the final analysis, as humanity stands before the judgment seat of Christ, will
be the reality that every people and every person was
somehow and at some point both complicit in and incarcerated by the evil of an unjust world. Isaiah imagines that when all are forced to admit this by the revelation of God’s justice, all will simultaneously be invited
into the divine life.

And everyone stops.
Straight away Matthew says,
There’s no good news
Without the unjust torture
Of the suffering God
Who dies with this tortured world.
But Mark adds,

The tears of this moment will be a real cocktail. When
we finally perceive the Easter reality as it is, tears of
understanding and perception will run down our faces
as the sacraments of our shame and guilt and regret.
We shall weep as we see finally and clearly all the evil
we’ve done, and for no lasting gain of any kind. But in
the great mercy of the Lord, these dreadful tears are
collected by the Spirit of Truth to be poured into the
Fountain of Living Water and transformed by the alchemy of grace into the waters that will heal the nations: that River, clear as crystal, flowing outward from
the Throne of the Almighty God (Revelation 22: 1-2).
Will we not surely say then that the prophet was true?
Shall we not sing on that day, “Lo, this is our God, we
have yearned for Him, that He might save us… Let us
be glad and rejoice!!”? And as we sing, perhaps our
dreadful tears will become tears of joy, and at the coming of the Lamb, yay, at the Name of Jesus every knee
shall bend, not out of fear but in adoration… not out of
obligation but in love.
I went to sit quietly in the sanctuary at First UMC Ionia the other day, searching in my heart for the words
to name the feelings I have for that beautiful, holy
place. I looked at the organ, and the wood, and the
books. I touched the soft, velvety cloth of the paraments on the pulpit and the lectern. And I looked up at
the windows, recalling how amazed I was the first time
I saw them. And as I stood in the middle of the center
aisle, I looked at the four windows of the Evangelists:
Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John. And the morning
light streamed in, and even as I grieved the impending
separation from the two churches I have served here,
my heart lifted to the light as the prophetic Good News
washed over me once: Death is not the end. I lingered
in the grief and the quiet and the light and the hope,
and each of these tasted to me like well-aged wines, the
fruit of The Vine, strained clear. And so I will leave you
with this, dear brothers and sisters: The Word enfleshed
in my heart, that came to me as a means of
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grace and wiped my tears away as I sat in the beauty of
holiness:

Peter always said
He died because of us—
No need for these thorns
If we had only listened.
And John to Mark,
Peter spent the rest of his life
Getting over himself.
Then Luke,
Anyway—the Pharisees would have got him
If the Sadducees hadn’t.
Peter didn’t really have much to do with it.
So John,
My point is that whether Peter
Denied him or no,
The Lamb was slain for sinners…
Immolatum was the excruciating word
The Latins found.
(continued on next page)

And Luke,

Glorious in the morning light.

So Peter is covered

My listening spine shivers.

Insomuch as he is part of the world?

And we—

Yes! say John and Mark together.

I and the Giants—

Then Matthew,

Lift our eyes to the High Table,

No book will ever do

Flushed with scarlet,

For the Living Word.

Where Love becomes Flesh

But I,

Every time.

Without your books

And we wait,

We’d be lost.

and wait, and wait…
Until the Spirit whispers

Then the Great Silence

In Her quiet joy:

Descends,

Let’s dance again.

2022 Adopt-A-Highway
This year the Adopt-A-Highway dates are April 23-May 1, July 16-24 and September 24-October 2.
Our Adopt-A-Highway area runs down M-21 from the Maple River, through Muir, past our church,
to Westbrook Road which is three miles. Volunteers are needed to help with the trash pickup, as
the volunteers able to help are dwindling. Last year, there were four people to pick up the three
miles and having more volunteers will help. If you would like to volunteer for this community
service, please contact Barb Davarn at 989-224-3849.

Community Garden
Dawn Kemp is gracious enough to get our
community garden up and going again!!
Be on the lookout for more information
regarding starting seeds and getting together
to work in the garden. You can also find info
on Facebook at LMC Community Garden!!
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2022 Easter Egg Hunt and Easter Breakfast was a success!!

